
Tucson Real Estate 

From Ruth Wojcik 

Winter 2009/2010 

To My Clients and Friends: 
  This is my first issue of a seasonal newsletter to provide you with news and  

information about real estate and other things going on in the Tucson area.   

Hopefully it is in an enjoyable format.  Please let me know what you think. 
 

2010 Calendars and Newsletter: 
  The post office is increasing restrictions on bulk mailings.  I need to document that I have 

verified the addresses of my clients.  If you haven’t sent me an email with your updated  

contact info, please do so.  Please verify your primary mailing address, email address and 

phone #. Don’t worry, I will NOT give out the information or repeatedly contact you.  If you 

know someone who would appreciate receiving a calendar & the newsletter, please pass  

my contact information along or send me their contact info and I will include them on my 

mailing list.  If you are receiving a calendar with someone else’s name, just send me your  

correct info and I will put you on my mailing list. 
 

Addition to My Office: 
  My son has been working with me for almost a year now and since we have teamed up  

we are better able to combine resources and cover more bases.  He is also a licensed real  

estate agent.  Feel free to contact him or me with anything that we can help you with.  

Contact info is on the back page. 

 Home Buyers Tax Credit Extended 
In the first week of November congress passed the extension for the Home Buyers Tax Credit. 

The President then signed the bill.  Here are some of the new features. 
 

  The $8000 Tax Credit for First Time Home Buyers will be extended to April 30, 2010. (As long as 

a binding contract to purchase is written before 4-30-2010, the purchaser will have until 6-30-2010  

to close.) 

  A $6500 Tax Credit will be expanded to current home owners as long as they have lived in their 

current home consecutively for 5 of the last 8 years and the new purchase will be used as a  

principal residence. 

  The Income Limits have been increased to $125K for single or $225K for joint returns. Limit of  

the purchase price of the home is $800K. 
 

There are some additional requirements to get the tax credit.  For the complete rules and  

regulations visit: IRS.gov or consult with a professional tax advisor. 



*Offer only valid for clients of Ruth Wojcik purchasing  

     property for residence or investment, as of 11-1-2009. 

Final sales price must be $100,000 or greater. 

Close of escrow from 11-1-2009 to 4-1-2010. 

Home Inspection must be done by a licensed home  

     inspector in the State of Arizona. 

Offer may be withdrawn at any time. 

Winter Specials 

As a thank you to my clients 

Free 

Home 

Inspection 
*Up to $350 will be credited to the 

buyers closing costs at the close of 

escrow to reimburse cost of a Home 

Inspection. 

 

Buyers Sellers 

Home Inspection Tip 
Heating System 
Just a quick reminder, with winter approaching it’s once again time to make 
sure that your home is ready for the cold weather. It’s easier to do it now,  
rather than later when the temperatures start to fall. 
   

   Insulation:  Double check that all exposed exterior pipes are covered. Lowes, Home Depot,  

      or Ace Hardware have insulation for pipes fairly inexpensively. 
 

   Weather strip doors and windows:  Fixing that leaky window or door can save you money  

      on your heating bill. 
 

   Ducts:  Double check heating & AC ducts for air leaks, missing or cracked insulation and missing or  

      damaged baffle covers.     

   Filters:  Change air filters frequently to make your heater work more efficiently. 
 

   Maintenance:  Turn off evaporate cooler and drain all water lines. Consider having a licensed HVAC    

       company clean and check your furnace, check for carbon monoxide leaks, and maybe install a carbon 
       monoxide detector. 
    

As a thank you to my clients 

Free 

Home 

Protection Plan 
*Up to $350 will be credited to the 

sellers closing costs at the close of 

escrow to pay for a Home Protection 

Plan. 

 *Offer only valid for clients of Ruth Wojcik selling  

     property as of 11-1-2009. 

Final sales price must be $100,000 or greater. 

Close of escrow from 11-1-2009 to 4-1-2010. 

Home Protection Plan must be purchased from a  

     certified home protection company. 

Offer may be withdrawn at any time. 

 



U-Factor measures the rate of heat transfer and tells you 

how well the window insulates. U-factor values generally 
range from 0.25 to 1.25. The lower the U-factor, the better the 
window insulates 

Common NFRC label found on most energy star 

windows. If no label present, check with sales-

person about the energy rating.  

Solar Heat Gain Coefficient (SHGC) measures the 

fraction of solar energy transmitted and tells you how well the 
product blocks heat caused by sunlight. SHGC values gener-
ally range from 0.25 to 0.80. The lower the SHGC, the less 
solar heat the window transmits. 

Double Pane Windows 
Can Save You $$$ 

While installing new double pane windows can save you significant money on your energy bills and make you home 
much more quiet (at least from outside sources), you can also receive up to a $1500 tax credit on approved win-
dows with specific energy performance ratings. As of Nov. 1st 2009, in Pima County the U-factor and the Solar 
Heat Gain Coefficient needs to be 0.30 or less to qualify for the tax credit. Due to changing guidelines, before 
buying new windows, you should double check to assure that they meet current requirements to receive the tax 
credit. If your new windows meet the government criteria you can get a tax credit for 30% of the cost of the windows 
(installation not included).  
Maximum of $1500 tax credit for windows, doors, roofing, HVAC, insulation, and water heaters in 2009 and 2010 
combined. 

Visible Transmittance (VT) measures the amount of 

light the window lets through. VT is measured on a scale of 0 
to 1; values generally range from 0.20 to 0.80. The higher the 
VT, the more light you see. 

Air Leakage (AL) measures the rate at which air passes 

through joints in the window. AL is measured in cubic feet of 
air passing through one square foot of window area per min-
ute. The lower the AL value, the less air leakage. Most indus-
try standards and building codes require an AL of 0.3 cf·m/ft². 

Condensation Resistance measures how well the win-

dow resists water build-up. Condensation Resistance is 
scored on a scale from 0 to 100. The higher the condensation 
resistance factor, the less build-up the window allows. 

Low-E Glass 
Special coatings reflect infrared light, keeping 

heat inside in winter and outside in summer. They 

also reflect damaging ultraviolet light, which helps 

protect interior furnishings from fading. 

Gas Filled 
Some energy-efficient windows have argon, kryp-

ton, or other gases between the panes. These odor-

less, colorless, non-toxic gases insulate better than 

regular air. 

Warm Edge Spacers 
A spacer keeps a window’s glass panes the correct 

distance apart. Non-metallic and metal/non-metal 

hybrid spacers also insulate pane edges, reducing 

heat transfer through the windows. 

Quality Frame Materials 
A variety of durable, low-maintenance fram-

ing materials reduce heat transfer and help 

insulate better 

Multiple Panes 
Two panes of glass, with an air-or gas-filled 

space in the middle, insulate much better than 

a single pane of glass. Some ENERGY 

STAR qualified windows include three or 

more panes for even greater energy-

efficiency, increased impact resistance, and 

sound insulation. 

What Makes A Window Energy-Efficient? 

Eligible for up to 

U-factor and SHGC of 0.30 or less. 

Must be installed in 2009 or 2010. 
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Some Useful Websites 

Next Time 
Water Harvesting Ideas 
Tucson Spring Events 
Full 2009 Real Estate Statistics 
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2007 AVERAGE               9387 
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Steve Wojcik 
Realtor 

Cell:          (520) 907-0594 

Email:      SteveWojcik.Tierra@gmail.com 

Ruth Wojcik 
Associate Broker 

Cell:          (520) 907-2345 

Email:      ruth@ruthw.com 

This is an opinion based on the full real estate statistics report generated by the Tucson Association  
of Realtors.  The complete report can be viewed at:   www.TucsonRealtors.org/statistics.html 

3rd Quarter Real Estate Statistics 
  While probably affected by the thought that the tax credit was to expire, 3rd quarter  
    sales were higher than the 2nd quarter for the first time in more than 10 years.  
  In September there were fewer active listings than any time since 2005. 
  While there is no way to guarantee which way the Tucson housing market will go 
    next, fewer active listings and strong sales would tend toward increasing values. 
 

Tarmls.com 
      Public Search will allow you to see homes & rentals on the market.  
       Email or give us a call if there is something you would like more info on. 
 

Bing.com/maps 
      A good website for maps and satellite images. Just put in an address (Include city/state),  
        then click “bird’s eye” or “aerial”.  Try the zoom feature. 
 

Azdor.gov        
      Arizona gov site where you can get tax credit info on water harvesting.  Click on “Tax Credits”, then “Water Conservation  
       Systems”, then “Corporate and Individual Income Tax Credit for Water Conservation Systems”. 
 

AllRecipes.com 
      This is a must for you cooks.  This site has with many excellent recipes and reviews.  
       (For a Winter Treat Try: Grandma Ople’s Apple Pie) 
 

RuthW.com 
      One of my favorites. 

Some Tucson Winter Events 
November-February 

 

Mannheim Steamroller Concert…….Dec 6th 
      Christmas music performed at Centennial Hall (2 shows). 
 

4th Avenue Winter Street Fair…..Dec 11,12,13th 
      Vendors, Food, and Music.  
 

USTA Winter Tennis Championships...Dec 27-Jan 1 
      National Jr. Tennis Tournament at Randolph Tennis Center.      

    

56th Annual Tucson Gem & Mineral Show  
      Jan 30-Feb 14th     The final 4 days of Gem Show at TCC. 

 

Accenture Match Play World Golf Championships 
      Feb 15-21st   World’s Top 64 Golfers compete north of Tucson. 

 

85th Annual Fiesta De Los Vaqueros….Feb 20-28th 
      Parade is Feb 25th     The Rodeo comes back to Tucson.   
 


