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 April 30, 2010    Deadline for Tax Credit 
Have you thought about buying another home and using your current house for a rental or possibly 

selling it?  With the expanded tax credit you may have an additional incentive to do so.  You donôt 

have to be a first time buyer to qualify for the $6,500 tax credit.  You must have an accepted contract 

in escrow by April 30, 2010 and close by June 30, 2010 to qualify for the current tax credit.   

Email or call me for more information.    Ruth@RuthW.com    (520) 907-2345 
  

Last week we had two happy home buyers close escrow and qualify for the $8,000 Federal Tax Credit.  

Please donôt miss this government give away!  It usually takes a few offers to get one  

accepted, and then you need time to do your inspections and due diligence.  The deadline for an  

accepted contract is fast approaching.  If you or anyone you know plans to buy before the April 30, 

2010 deadline, please contact us now to search for the best deals. 
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The graph to the right is the number of home sales for the Tucson area 

for January thru December, 2008.  The 2009 results were basically the same 

with the exception that the months in late 2009 were higher.  This was 

probably affected by the belief that the tax credit was scheduled to end. 
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                     To My Clients and Friends: 
     This is my seasonal newsletter to provide you with news and information  

    about real estate and other things happening in the Tucson area.  

    I would appreciate your comments and suggestions. 
 

                            Months of Highest Real Estate Activity 
  Contrary to popular belief, most home sales occur during April, May, June and July.  For the buyer, 

now is the time you have the largest inventory for your selection.  For the seller, you have the greatest  

number of serious buyers searching for homes.  With this in mind, and with the government tax credit, 

there are numerous reasons to consider entering the market soon.  The ñkickoffò date for this increased 

activity seems to coincide with the time people file their income taxes. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 
Yes, I love your referrals.  There is no better compliment that I can receive than when my clients  

refer someone else to me.  However, by law we may not pay you or give you anything of value for  

this lead.  It is a serious violation of the Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act (Federal Law).  We can 

however help by offering concessions to the buyer or seller at the time of closing. 



 

Steve Rhine  

(520) 419 -1424  

Rhine Home Inspections 

AZ License # 42714 

Steve@SteveRhine.com 

www.SteveRhine.com 

Home Inspection Tips 
   By an Arizona Licensed Home Inspector  

Control ñEnergy Vampiresò In Your Home & Save $$$ 
 

Most of our modern appliances and electronics continue to use electricity even when turned off by the power switch. It is estimated 
that  5% to 10% of the electricity used in residences in developed countries is consumed by standby power, also know as ñEnergy 
Vampires.ò  Unplugging or using power strips to turn off the power to our electronics can save an average $120 to $200 annually.   
Here are a few examples: 
 
 

             Devices                                 Annual Cost  
Desktop computer in sleep mode            $  21 
Cable/DSL Modem                                $  21 
Cable box w/DVR off by remote            $  43 
Monitor in sleep mode                           $  12 
DSL Modem while off                               $   5 
DVR off by remote                                 $  37 
Digital Cable off by remote                     $  18 
Rear Projection TV off by remote          $   7 
DVD/VCR on not playing                       $  14 
 
For a complete list go to:   http://standby.lbl.gov/docs.html 
 
 

I am a licensed home inspector in Tucson and have been in-

specting homes for 15 years.  Before that I was a General 

Contractor and a Roofing Contractor for 20 years.  I also 

specialize in residential maintenance and repair.  If I can be 

of help to you with any repairs or maintenance to your home, 

please give me a call.  

Steve Rhine     (520) 419-1424 

Financial Tips 

Here are basic suggestions: 
.  

.  

.  

If you have derogatory data on your report: 

Improve Your Credit Score 
 

Your credit rating, or ñFICOò score, is the single most important factor for obtaining credit for purchases, buying 

insurance, or getting loan approval with a lower interest rate.  
 

What can YOU do to improve your score? 
 

First, get a copy of your credit report and know your scores. There could be a cost associated with getting your FICO 

score; make sure to get your FICO scores from all 3 credit bureaus: 620+ is required for government insured loans 

(FHA, VA and USDA); 680+ is required for Conventional loans. 
 

 

Make all minimum monthly payments on time 

Keep all balances under 40% of the maximum credit limit 

Do NOT indiscriminately close any idle credit lines 

Do NOT indiscriminately open lines and transfer balances 

Use all open, but idle, credit lines twice a year with a minimum purchase 
 

 

Dispute any incorrect data with all three credit bureaus 

Keep records and copies of paid receipts for future reference 
 

While the process is not fun, it is rewarding in the form of faster, easier loan approval  

AND LOWER RATES.  Please email questions to me at:  tabelson@sunstreetmortgage.com.  

Check out news, information and videos at www.TucsonMortgageBlog.com  

and follow us on Twitter, Facebook and YouTube. 
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Todd Abelson    520-547-4137 NMLS#18080              

Todd Abelson 
Mortgage Planner 

mailto:tabelson@sunstreetmortgage.com
http://www.tucsonmortgageblog.com/
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Free Water  
Water Harvesting and Low Maintenance Yards 
Collection and conservation of water, especially in the desert, not only makes sense but 

can save money on your water bill every month. You can start with just a few water buck-

ets under the edge of your roof and later expand to landscaping changes, grey water usage, 

and the addition of extra storage capacity. 

So far this winter we have had over 6ò of rain at our east side home.  Youôve probably  

had a similar amount.  For every 2000 square feet of roof over your home, 6ò of rain 

would equal approximately 7,476 gallons of water that has run off of your roof to date. 

Where has it gone?  How much have you saved?  How much have you actually used on 

your landscape vegetation, garden, pool or indoor plants? 
 

Here are some techniques to save our precious water.  Start small and gradually expand so you use less tap water every year. 

1. Begin by using 5 gallon buckets to collect water from the roof or downspouts to use on indoor and outdoor plants. 

       Covering the buckets when you arenôt expecting rain will help prevent mosquitos.  

2. Start to contour the yard using swales, berms and depressions around trees and plants to retain rain rather than letting it 

run off your land. 

3. Invest in larger covered rain barrels (55 gallons or larger) for collection of water to be used at a later date. There are also 

special barrels available for use underground.  For every 1000 sq. ft. of roof, 1ò of rain equals 623 gallons of water. 

4. Convert to more drought resistant trees and plants, especially away from the home perimeter. 

5. Make sure you have low flow toilets and aerators on all faucets. 

6. Research methods of water collection on a larger scale.  We have seven 750 gallon sealed cisterns for a total of 5,250 

gallons stored for use on all exterior landscaping, filling the pool, watering the garden and watering interior plants.   

       You are welcome to see our system if you are considering any of the water      

       harvesting techniques.  Listed below are some excellent publications available      

       for all levels of saving water in the desert.   
 

Books/Links: 
Low Water Use Plant List, AZ Dept. of Water Resources:  www.azwater.gov 

Desert Landscape Design:     www.zonagardens.com 

In depth report from the U of A:    www.cals.arizona.edu/pubs/water/az1344.pdf 

Rainwater Harvesting for Drylands, by Brad Lancaster.    

www.harvestingrainwater.com 

American Rainwater Catchment:      www.arcsa-usa.org 
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      When Do I Need A    
Installing or replacing a water heater?  Make sure your contractor obtains a permit 

and the work is inspected to ensure the installation meets building code standards  

for health and safety. 
 

All new residential buildings 

Electrical reconnections, service increases, panel replacement or repair 

Gas lines pressure tests (new or replacement lines) 

Porches, additions or garages 

Remodeling of existing structure 

Furnaces, heat pumps, air conditioners, evaporative coolers (new or replacement) 

One story detached accessory structure over 120 square feet (ie: Storage Sheds) 

All residential walls or fences over 30 inches high must have a site plan review at Planning and Development    

    Services Department.  Additionally, walls and fences over 6 feet tall require a building permit with an  

    engineering design 

  ***Pima County codes may vary slightly***                 
         www.pimaxpress.com/Permits/Need.htm 

                           Information from:    City of Tucson Planning and Development Services Dept. 

          201 North Stone Avenue, 

        (520) 791-5550 

                                                                   www.tucsonaz.gov/dsd 



Some Useful Websites 
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In the Summer Issue: 
Remodeling with Tile  
Tucson Summer Events  
1st Quarter 2010 Real Estate Statistics  

Ruth Wojcik  
Associate Broker 

Cell:          (520) 907-2345 

Email:      ruth@ruthw.com 

This is an opinion based on the full real estate statistics report generated by the Tucson Association  
of Realtors.  The complete report can be viewed at:   www.TucsonRealtors.org/statistics.html 

Annual 2009 Real Estate Statistics 
The end of 2009 and beginning of 2010 showed a mixture of good and bad news.  The num-
ber of home sales stayed higher than in the past couple of years, and the number of active 
listings were lower than they have been (in the same months) since 2005/2006.  However, 
the Arizona foreclosure rate continued to rise, now making it the second highest behind  
Nevada, while California and Floridaôs foreclosure rate fell.  In the past, Arizona has had 
less of a foreclosure rate and less of property value drop than NV, CA, or FL.  It almost 
seems that Arizona is lagging behind the trend of California and Florida by a couple of  
quarters.  Time will tell. 
  

 Tarmls.com  
        Public Search will allow you to see homes and rentals on the market.  
           Email or call if you would like more information. 
 

 Bing.com/maps  
       This is a good website for maps and satellite images. Just put in an address (Include city/state),  
          and then click ñbirdôs eyeò or ñaerial.ò  Try the zoom feature. 
 

 Azdor.gov        
          Arizona gov. site where you can get tax credit information on water harvesting.  Click on ñTax Creditsò, then ñWater Conservation  
         Systemsò, then ñCorporate and Individual Income Tax Credit for Water Conservation Systemsò. 
 

 AllRecipes.com  
           This is a must for you cooks.  This site has with many excellent recipes and reviews.  

          (For a spring treat try:   Terrific Turkey Chili.)  
 

 RuthW.com  

         My website that contains extensive real estate information, has links to a wide variety      
            of searches concerning Tucson and Pima County, found in the blue banner. 

Some Tucson Spring Events 
March-June 

 

  Major League Baseball Spring Trainingé.March 4th-31st  
         Last scheduled year of spring training for the Rockies and Diamondbacks 
 

  4th Ave Spring Street Fairé..March 19th-21st  
         Vendors, Food, and Music.  A great time on 4th Street. 
 

  Aerospace Days at Davis Monthan AFB...March 20th -21st  
         Thunderbirds back in the Skies over Tucson!!! 
 

  U of A Spring Fling at Rillito Downsé...April 8th-11th  
          Largest student run carnival in the nation 
 

  Home & Patio Showéé...April 9th,10th & 11th 
          SAHBA 2010 Spring Event at TCC 
 

  Cinco de Mayo at Kennedy Parké..May 2010 
             Mexico celebrates victory over France with music, food, & entertainment. 

  

  Tucson Toros Baseballé...May 19th thru September 
             Come cheer on the Toros at Hi Corbett Field.  Home games at 7pm. 
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Steve Wojcik 
Realtor 

Cell:          (520) 907-0594 

Email:      SteveWojcik.Tierra@gmail.com 
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