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www.pimaxpress.com/Permits/Need.htm 

When Do I Need A Permit? 
Residential Detached Accessory Structures: 

Buying or constructing a detached storage shed or ramada*?  Be sure you know the rules. 
 

Permit:  A building permit is not required for a detached accessory structure that is less than 120 square feet and 

equal to or less than the maximum allowable height of twelve (12) feet.  Note: Permits are required for any utility 

connections. 
 

Location:  A detached storage shed or ramada* must be located in a side or rear yard to meet minimum zoning 

setbacks.  A setback (aka perimeter yard) is the distance between the property line and structure. 
 

Height:  The maximum height allowed for a detached accessory structure is twelve (12) feet. 
 

Size:  The maximum size allowed for a detached accessory structure is limited to 50% of the gross floor area of 

the main house. 
 

Approvals:  A zoning compliance review is required for all detached accessory structures.  If you want to build 

closer to the property line, or exceed the height or size restrictions, you must obtain approval through the appro-

priate zoning approval process. 

 

So, before you buy or build that shed or ramada*, call Zoning Information at (520) 837-4891 to find out the  

zoning for your property and the general minimum setback.  Then prepare and submit a site plan to Planning &  

Development Services Department (PDSD) for zoning compliance review.  For additional information on site 

plan requirement, visit the PDSD website at www.tucsonaz.gov/dsd.  Click on the óSite Reviewô link and then 

choose óSite plan Exampleô.   

Note:  This information is intended for general purposes only.  Additional restrictions and requirements may  

apply to your specific subdivision or lot. 
 

*For the purposes of zoning, a ramada is not considered to be a carport.  Additional restrictions apply to carports.  

Please contact Planning & Development Services Department (PDSD) for information specific to carports. 
 

Information obtained from:  City of Tucson Planning and Development Services Department 

201 North Stone Avenue 

(520) 791-5550 

www.tucsonaz.gov/dsd 

Do you know someone who is thinking about buying or selling a home?  Please give them my name. 
 

This newsletter is for informational purposes only and should not be substituted for legal or financial advice. 

If you are currently working with another real estate agent or broker, this is not a solicitation for business. 

Tucson, Arizona 

To My Clients and Friends: 
This is the summer issue of my newsletter to provide you with news and information about real 

estate and issues concerning your home life.  In this issue, weõll cover financial tips, building  

setback information, selecting tile, electrical energy usage, and tips for cooling your home.  Any 

contractors found in this newsletter are people who Iõve personally used and highly recommend. 



This Will Help  
There are different types of tile and grades of tile.  The two basic types are ceramic and porcelain.  Here are some  

of the characteristics: 

  Ceramic Tile:  This type of tile is mostly made from clay then is heated, or fired, in temperatures up to 2500  

degrees.  Glazed tiles are then coated and refired. The more decorative tiles can be refired many times.  Ceramic 

tiles also usually have a greater porosity.  This increases the risk of stains and breakage.  It also causes the tile to 

shrink at different rates during the firing process which will result in irregular tile sizes. 

  Porcelain Tile:   This type of tile is mostly made from finely ground sand.  It is then fired and glazed similar to 

ceramic tile, however under pressure.  This results in a tile that is less porous.  The size is more uniform and less 

likely to absorb water or stain.  It is generally more expensive than ceramic tiles. 

  Grades of tile: 

Grade 0:  The weakest tile, no foot traffic. 

Grade I:  Generally only used as a wall tile or very light foot traffic. 

Grade II:  Used in some residential applications with light foot traffic 

Grade III:  Good for almost any residential and light commercial applications. 

Grade IV:  Good for most commercial applications like stores, banks, etc. 

Grade V:  Toughest of the tiles.  Adequate for airports or areas with very heavy traffic and abuse. 

  Quality of Tile:  Grade II, III or IV are suggested for most home use.  Be careful, most of the discount home 

stores have lots of tile at cheap prices.  They can have many installation, application, and wear problems.   

Be careful to research the tile you buy. 

  Cost to Install: 

The cost to install tile is a significant expense and you should get a few estimates as you plan your tiling project.  

Roughly you can plan for about $2 to $3 per square foot depending on the pattern you choose for the floor.   

Bathrooms need extra work and are more costly.  Shower areas may need a lot of prep work, water proofing, and 

possible plumbing work in addition, although inspecting and fixing any possible problems now can prevent much 

higher repair costs later.  Doing some of the prep work yourself can save you  

some money.  Only doing what you can, without causing damage, will also save you money. 

Tile Your Home 

 

Bill Belobraydic  

Remodeling Contractor 
Licensed  Bonded  Insured 

Lic. # ROC 169903 

For Remodeling  

or Repairs 

To Your Home 
 

Just ask for Bill 

Phone: (520) 820-0117 
www.northridgehomeservices.com 

 

Northridge 
Home Services,  LLC  

Seasonal Tips 
From Bill Belobraydic  

Is your air conditioner ready for the summer season? 

Hereôs a few items to check: 
Air Conditioner:  

Check and change filter 

Check the inside unit for dust and debris/ Vacuum if needed 

Check the outside unit for debris both inside and outside of the compressor unit 

Consider having the unit checked by a licensed HVAC technician 
 

Evaporative cooler: 

Clean and inspect cooler pads 

Lubricate shaft bearings 

Inspect fan belts for cracking and tightness  (Do not over tighten) 

Clean bottom of cooler pan (For a metal pan, paint if rust is present) 

Check float for positive shut off and water level 

Be sure the pump is moving the water over the cooler pads 

Donôt forget to remove the roof damper plate and install the plate on the inside 
 

Your air conditioner and/or your evaporative cooler should be checked and  

  cleaned every year before start up to prevent failures and save you money. 



Financing Investment Properties 
 

While loan programs for rental properties were certainly more robust during the hay days of Real Estate (2004-

2006) there are still excellent financing opportunities available today.  First, letôs look at some basics: 
 

Standard ñConformingò loan programs from Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac require a minimum 20% down pay-

ment on 1-unit, and 25% down payment on 2-4 unit properties.  Since return on investment and ñcapò rates are 

the key to successful rental property ownership, consider 3, 5 or 7 year ARMS in lieu of 30-year fixed rate 

loans.  Since you will be exposed to the potential of higher rates in the future, compare your long term plans and 

risk tolerance before selecting your loan terms.  The return can be significant. 
 

Given the current inventory of bank-owned properties, be sure to check out Fannie Maeôs inventory on  

www.Homepath.com. These REO properties come with special financing terms such as 10% down payments 

without mortgage insurance, no appraisal required, and increased Seller contributions.  While the interest rates 

are noticeably higher, the option of buying rental property with as little as 10% down is intriguing. 
 

Some key points to note BEFORE jumping into the purchase of a rental property: 

You will be required to have at least 6 months PITI reserves after closing, 

Gifts for the purchase are not allowed, 

In the purchase of your rental property, you must qualify with the full payment of the property (rental  

    agreements on the subject property cannot be used to help income-wise). 
 

Finally, make sure you have your supporting cast in line such as a Real Estate Tax Attorney, professional prop-

erty manager, handyman/contractor, and of course ï Ruth and Steve Wojcik!   Doing it all yourself may be re-

warding, but this is a business that requires professional attention and expertise. 
 

 

 

Call me, Todd Abelson, at Sunstreet Mortgage for all your mortgage  

needs! Mention this article and Iôll give you a $200 credit off your  

closing costs (at closing) 547-4137. Check out our BLOG site 

www.TucsonMortgageBlog.com for up-to-the-minute Mortgage news.   

Please email questions to me at:  tabelson@sunstreetmortgage.com.  

 

Invest in Real Estate 

(520) 907-2345 

Calling all investors!    
 

Now itôs your opportunity for a great deal in home buying.  The market today is perfect for buying an invest-

ment home to lease.  The demand of buyers seeking the tax credit has passed.  For the time being, interest rates 

have unexpectedly remained lower than anticipated.  Our inventory of good lower priced homes is plentiful, 

especially because of the banked owned properties.  The affordability of homes is the highest in 18 years. 
 

There are ten essential rules that I strongly advocate when locating a great investment.  Iôve developed this  

personal list during 30 years of purchasing & selling my rental homes, remodeling properties, and property   

management.  They include topics such pricing, location, amenities, potential liability, demand, rate of return 

and more.  Iôve also developed templates for calculating the best investment, and assembled a list of business 

professionals and a collection of forms to help manage the properties.  I am willing to share all of these with 

you. 
 

If youôve ever considered buying a rental,  please call me and letôs discuss it.  With the unpredictability of the 

stock market, a rental home may be exactly the best investment you could make. 

Ruth Wojcik 

520-547-4137  
NMLS#18080              

Todd Abelson 
Mortgage Planner 

MORTGAGE,  LLC  

http://www.tucsonmortgageblog.com/
mailto:tabelson@sunstreetmortgage.com


Ruth Wojcik  
Associate Broker, CRS, ABR 

Cell:          (520) 907-2345 

Email:      ruth@ruthw.com 
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Steve Wojcik 
Realtor 

Cell:          (520) 907-0594 

Email:      SteveWojcik.Tierra@gmail.com 
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I can refer you or anyone you know 
to great real estate agents anywhere 
in the United States.  If you know 
someone looking to buy or sell a 
property in another city or state, give 
me a call.  I truly appreciate your  
referrals.  

Ruth 

1st Quarter 2010 Real Estate Statistics 
The number of listings rose to end the 1st quarter at 6799 from 6130 in the 4th quarter 2009. 
The number of units sold fell in the first quarter from 2960 in the 4th quarter 2009 to 2622 
in the 1st quarter 2010.   

This is an opinion based on the full real estate statistics report generated by the Tucson Association  
of Realtors.  The complete report can be viewed at:   www.TucsonRealtors.org/statistics.html 
 

The general format of the statistics was changed slightly to improve accuracy in the graph statistic.  
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HOW MUCH DO YOU PAY  

FOR ELECTRIC?  
Both TEP & APS have a home energy analysis link on their web 

site.  Hereôs what my home uses and is probably similar to most 

homes in Arizona.   Check your home to see how you can save.  Go 

to www.tep.com, learn about, ways to lower electric bills, energy  

advisor.  For APS, go to www.aps.com, residential, APS energy  

analyzer or use your own Electric Company web site.   

Below are my annual costs of the most expensive appliances.  

Driveway Paving, Repairing  

and Resealing 
Licensed       Bonded     Insured 

Seal coating     Patching    Paving     Chip Sealing 

Residential      Commercial 

Free Estimates 
ROC# 080536   ROC# 093832  ROC# 087910 

 

Paving Tucsonôs Driveways 
For  31 Years 

Sunrise Asphalt 
1501 E. Bernard Dr. 

Office:    (520) 733-0454 

Fax:        (520) 733-0455 
 

Les Silberman 

Owner 
            
                No Job Too Big or Too Small 

Dollars    Per     Year 

Thank You for your comments  

on the newsletter  

Ruth@RuthW.com 


